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CLERK: Mr . Pr e s>d e n t , I d o , t h ank yo u . I hav e a r efe r e n c e
repor t r e f e r r i ng L Bs 374 - 4 0 9 , s igned b y S e n a t o r La b e d z as C ha i r
of the Reference Committee.

In addi tion to that, M r. P r es i de n , I h ave r e ce i v ed a
communication fr om the Chair of t he Referenc= Committee
referring the co mmunicationreceived from the University Board
of Regents regarding the University Health Care project. That
has b ee n r e f e r r ed t o Appropriations Committee f o r p ub l i c
h ear i n g .

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , yo u r Committee
respectfully reports they have
LB 30 and recommend that same be
LB 32 , LB 33 and LB 34 , a l l o n
with E & R amendments a tt a c h ed
Legis l a t i ve Jou r n al . )

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , n ew bi l l . "- . (Read LBs 410-449 by t tie for the
first time as found on pages 226-49 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. P r es i d en t , i n ad d i t i on t o those items I have not i c e of
hearirgs f rom the Agriculture Committee o f f e r e d b y Se na t o r Ro d
Johnson as Chair; =rom the Business and Labor Committee o f f e r e d
b y Sena t o r Coo r d se n as Chair; f rom the General Affairs
Committee. That is offered by Senator Smith a s C hai r . And ,
Mr. President, a n otice of hearing from Senator Warner a s Cha i r
of the Appropriar.ions Committee.

SENATOR HANNIBAL : Mr . C le r k .

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d ent , new b i l l s . ( Read LBs 4 5 0 - 4 5 9 by t i t l e
f or the firs t tim e. See p a g e s 23 6 - 3 8 of the Legislative
Journa l . )

Mr. President, finally, I have an announ< ment the Urban Affairs
Committee has selected Senator Korsho j as Vi ce- Ch a i r of t he

Senato r Rod Joh n so n would l ake t o add h i s name t o L B 3 61 a s
c o- i n t r o d u c e r . (See page 238 of the Legislative Journal.)

(Read LB 4 6 0 b y t i t l e fo r t h e f i r s t t i me . See page 23 8 o f the
Legis l a t i ve Jo u r n a l . )

on Enro llment and Review
carefully examined and reviewed
p laced o n S e le c t F i l e ; LB 31 ,
Selec t Fi l e , Mr . Pr es i d en t , al l

( See p ag e s 2 2 3 - 2 6 o f the

committee.
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Microphone not activated) ...everyone. Good
morning. For the opening prayer this morning we h a v e a r e al
live Irishman from Ph ilip Neri parish in Flcrence, Omaha, Dan
Lynch, Senator Dan Lynch's parish. We' re glad towelcome t o d ay
from Ireland, a n cestors in Tipperary, Father Fitzgerald from
S t. P h i l i p Ne r i i n Oma h a . Please rise f or the i nvoc a t i on .
( Gavel . )

FATHER FITZGERALD: ( Prayer o f f er e d . )

SPEAKER BARRETT: (Gavel.) Thank you, Father Fitzgerald. We' re
happy t o ha v e y o u wi t h us . Ro l l ca l l .

CLERK: I h av e a qu or um p r e s e n t , Nr. P r es i de nt .

SPEAKER B ARRETT : Th ank y ou , sir. An y cor rections to the
J ourn a l , Mr . Cl e r k ?

CLERK: No c o r r e c t i on s , Nr. P re s i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: An y r epo r t s , a nnouncemer.ts o r m es s a g e s ?

CLERK: Mr . Presid"nt, Health and Human Services r epor t s LB 4 22
to Gene r a l F i l e ; LB 4 29 , Gene r a l Fi l e with amendments; LB 665,
indefinitely postponed. Those a r e s i gn ed by Sena t o r W esely .
( See p ag e 11 9 6 of t h e Leg i s l a t i v e J o u r n al . )

Nr. P re s i < e n t , I h av e a n ew A b i l l , LB 54A by Senator Weihing.
(Read LB 54A by title for the first time. See page 1 1 9 7 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.)

Notice of confirmation hearing from the Transportation Committee
o f f e r e d by Sen at o r Lamb. ( See p ag e 11 9 8 o f t he Leg i s l a t i v e
Journa l . )

Mr. President, r e ceived a report fro m the Department of.
Personne l p u r su a nt t o s ta t u t e . Tn a= wi l l b e on f i l e i n my
office. That's all that I have Nr. P res i d e n t .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank y ou . B efore proceeding into t h e f i r s t
item on the age nda, the confirmation report tc be o f f e r e d b y
Senator Withem, just a reminder that we will m omentarily b e
proceeding into t he Not her of the Year p:esentation w hich h a s
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LB 543.

appropriation and by resolution create the program or urge the
regents to create the program, I frankly feel more comfortable
having this in statute as a program that, the Legislature
established and basically leaving it in the hands of the Boards
of Regents to continue or not continue on their own so I th i n k
i t ' s pro bably a good idea to also pass the legislation. As I
say, the Education Committee was quite impressed with the
presentation we heard and we think it's an excellent program and
would urge the members to support it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y ou . Other discussion? S enator
Chambers, would you like to close on the advancement of the
bil l '? T hank y ou . The ques t i o n before the body is the
advancement of LB 543 to E & R Initial. All in favor vote aye,
opposed nay. H ave you al l v o t e d? Record, please.

CLERK: 25 aye s, 0 nay s , Mr . Pre s i d ent , on the advancement of

S PEAKER BARRETT: L B 543 is advanced. Anything to read i nt o
the record, Mr. C l e r k ?

CLERK: Mr. P re si d e n t , I do have a few items. One new bill,
LB 1123 offered by Senator Moore. (Read by title for the first
time. See page 303 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, I have a motion from Senator Landis that will be
laid over r e g arding LB 272A.

Mr. President, notice of hearings from the General A ffai r s
Committee. Tha t is offered by Senator Smith as Chair of the
committee. And a notice of hearing from J udiciary , si gn e d by

Nr. President, I have amendments to be printed to LB 163, signed
by Senator Jo h nson. That's all that I have, Nr. President.
(See page 304 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The next bill, 503 will be
temporarily passed over. Senator G oodrich has been excused
until he arrives. He will be here. We can come b ack t o the
bill. The next bill, Nr. Clerk, IB 422.

CORK: Nr . P resi d e n t , 422 was a bill introduced by Senator
A bboud, Goodrich , Di er k s , Crosby, B e ck , Ly n ch, Schellpeper,

Senator Chisek as C hair .
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A shford an d B y a r s . (Read title.) The bill was introduced on
January 13 l a s t year . At that time it was referred to the
Health and Human Services Committee. The bil l w a s ad v anced to
General File. I have no amendments at this time, Nr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Yes .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Open on 422 .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Nr. President, this bill was brought in behalf
of the county officials in the State of Nebraska. I t ' s d e s i g n ed
to establish a community service program to encourage employable
recipients to enroll in vocational, rehabilitation, o r j ob
training programs or to require employable recipients to perform
community service in exchange for the general assistance in lieu
of their not choosing to attend rehabilitation, vocat iona l ed or
job training programs. The bill is pretty straightforward.
There has been a number of discussions that we had in the off
session in dealing with this particular issue the last couple of
years. Senator Ashford spent a great deal of time on this issue
and he was instrumental in getting the bill drafted in the
manner that it is in the current form. I urge the approval of
LB 422 on to Select File. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th an k you . Discussion, Senator Wesely,

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Nr. President, members of the body,
I rise in opposition to LB 422. I appreciate Senator Abboud's
intent here and understand the concerns of Douglas County , bu t
if you recall this very same concept was presented to this
Legislature just a couple of years ago and was defeated, k i l l e d
by this body at that time. The bill was very similar to the one
t hat we have be f or e u s . It was an attempt to, in the estimation
of a majority of this body, make work for individuals under the
counties' jurisdiction. The problem with that concept isn't so
much that we don't appreciate the desire of counties with some
financial obligation to our poor, suggesting that those poor
take an active role in improving themselves and hopefully not
c ontinuing to be o n the welfare rolls, but t here i s t wo
different approaches here. So we can agree with the fact that
if somebody is on welfare, we ought t o t r y and have a sy st em
that doesn't have that continue into perpetuity, but the two

please.
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approaches t hat we can take ar e very different. The f i rst
approach i s t he one that the state has taken t o t h o s e
individuals on our ADC rolls and other types of publ i c
assistance and that is a very positive job support training role
that we have set up through a system to help individuals gain
self-confidence, to gain skills that will make them able to
function in the marketplace, able to function in different jobs
that may be available to them and we' ve taken a concept t hat I
think has now been seen nationally as one of the best in the
country of not trying to punish i nd i v i duals for bei ng on
welfare, but trying to help those individuals to stop the need
for welfare, to find work and be able to take care of their own
needs, and so the state has taken this direction. T he direc t i o n
under this bill, however, is a different one. The direction
under this bill is one that I think emphasizes the old-fashioned
"make work" approach to welfare, that we find these individuals
under county responsibility and find them doing different
volunteer work, I believe is what the function is here, I'm not
guite sure how they worded this, but the concept is slightly
different from the other bill in that instead of having them
dusting cabinets and blinds in county offices, they' ll be doing
them in volunteer organizations in Douglas County. I t do e sn ' t
accomplish anything other than taking up these individuals' time
and perhaps again, trying to be punitive to the fact that they
need assistance. It seems to me that the better way to go would
be to amend the bill and we do have amendments drafted t hat we
could offer. I 'm not sure we will be offering them at this
stage or not, but the better approach would be to amend this
bill and instead of taking an approach envisioned by Senator
Abboud, taking the approach the state has taken which would give
these people a linkup into the job support program we have i n
place, linkup into the training programs that we have in place
at the state level and allow the counties to utilize those
services and help these individuals help themselves, a much more
positive approach. Now why does the county not want to do that?
I mean, this has been offered to the counties to give them this
opportunity and from what I understand essentially t hey j us tdon't want an y ex p ense i n v o l ved. There is some cost to job
training. There isn't to this sort of a punitive approach to a
welfare recipient, "make work" efforts, and so instead of
spending some money on these individuals to help them n ot h a v e
t o b e on wel f ar e , instead of doing that they want to instead
have this sort of a forced labor placed on these individuals. I
mean, in my estimation if there were some positive good that
came out of it, if some skills were developed, if these people
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gained the ability to move off of welfare.
. .

SENATOR LABEDZ PRESIDING

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, Senator Wesely.

S ENATOR WESELY: Thank y ou , and into the work force, I could see
where this would be something worth doing, but I don't see that
at all. I don't see that attitude being e x p r e ssed he r e and
instead I see the old-fashioned approach that we found in old
county government days, old welfare days, that for somebody who
has need of assistance we just make it as tough on them as we
can, as difficult as we can and I just don't think we' re at that
stage anymore. We' ve moved past that stage. W e stopped d o i n g
that t en year s or more ago and moved into this different
direction and it's time I think county government caught up with
the rest of the state and with the rest of the world i n t r y i ng
to understand that individuals that are on welfare aren't there
because they like it or enjoy it, they' re there for any n u mber
of reasons and if w e can find those reasons and t a k e ca r e of
those problems, those people I think want to work by a nd l a rg e
and that's what we want to try and accomplish. Get these people
the skills they need and ability that they need to move back
into the work force. So that's the main point, that there is no
disagreement that we need to deal with these individuals and do
something a bout their being in the s ystem, b ut t he t wo
approaches differ in how they accomplish the goal of moving them
off of welfare and the more effective goal is the one the state

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Wesely, time is up.

SENATOR WESELY: This is a very ineffective goal and I would ask
your opposition to the bill.

SENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a to r A b boud, on the advancement of LB 422.

SENATOR A BBOUD: Ye ah , Mr. President or Ma dam President,
colleagues, you know the one thing that I learned down here from
day one is that each one of these bureaucracies h as t h e i r own
turf battle and I think the counties would be happy to have the
state run their program if they'd pay for it and it's t he s a me
old approach of the state coming in and saying this is the way
it should be and you should run it this way an d t he coun t i es
saying, well, that's fine, you want to take this over, you want

has.
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to run everything, we'd just as soon not have t o p a y anyt h i n g
dealing with these programs, but the state has put in these
incredible burdens on the counties and the counties are ju st
trying to deal with that particular program. W hat they a r e
saying is that we want to try to help these people and one w a y
we can help them is to make sure that they get some sort of job
training, some sort of vocational education, whatever that might
be. And the rules and regulations aren't i n this particular
bill because they don't even have the opportunity to establish
it. Even if the state came in and said we'd like t o r un y our
programs, they couldn't do it because we don't have any enabling
legislation. And I h ope that next year or after this bill is
enacted which allows them to be a part of these j ob tra ining
programs, that the state will come in, and I' ll be happy to
sponsor that piece of legislation where the state will come i n
and take over this particular program. But until they have that
enabling legislation, they can't do it. They just can't do it
and they sure would like to help these peur le. And tha t ' s wh a t
t he b i l l i s . I t i s j ust enab l i n g l eg i z l . ' i o n an d I d on ' t wan t
to get into some big debate about the welfare system, Senator
Wesely. There's problems in it,sure, but far be it from me to
tell county or state officials how to run the best program, but
when they came to me with this approach, they said we want to
encourage them into some job service or some community service
to help these able-bodied male individuals that are receiving
this assistance to be able to do that. And that is all, really,
this bill does. It is just enabling legislation and let's hope
that next year the state comes in with a good program that will
provide the funding for what Senator Wesely and myself want t o
a ccomplish . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a t o r C h ambers . on the advancement of LB 422.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Madam Chair and members of the Legislature,
I'd like to ask Senator Abboud a question.

SENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a to r A bboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: I' ll respond to the question, Madam President.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: What education or job training opportunities
are spelled out in the bill?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Well i n a nu m b e r of i nstances , Sen a t o r
C hambers, on pag e 2 we talk about the intent behind the
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particular bill. On page 3, from lines 1 through 9, talk about
the s p ecific vocational, rehabilitation or j ob t r a i n i n g

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No, I mean where a re t h o s e p r ov i d e d f o r in
the bill, where the bill itself provides for such prog r ams?

programs.

SENATOR ABB OUD:
' egis l a t i o n .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: No, I'm not arguing. I 'm ask i n g are t he r e
such provisions in the bill, that's what my question is.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Lines 1 through 9 on page 3.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: O n p a ge 3 , l i ne s 1 t h r ou g h 9 .

SENATOR ABBOUD: That's what I said.

SENATOR CHANBERS: I d on ' t se e where it sets up any program for
training or assist anybody in finding their way t here. It

Well, Senator Chambers, i t ' s e nabl i n g

it, the bill itself' ?

s ays. . .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Would you like me to r ead i t ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes , if you w ould because maybe I'm not
l ook in g a t i t .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Ok ay , on line 2 it sta rts, s atisfactory
participation in approved program o f v o c a t i o n a l , r eh a b i l i t at i on
or j o b t r a i n i ng .

SENATOR CHANBERS: But this bill doesn't set that up. I t sa ys
that if anybody is engaged in one of those programs, they don' t
have to be sent out on these "make work" j ob s . What I'm asking,
and not to argue the point, but just to see if I understand the
bill correctly, this bill does not establish any programs of
t hat k i n d , r eh a b i l i t a t i on , vocational or any other k ind , d oe s

SENATOR ABBOUD: Senator Chambers, as I sa i d f r om t h e beg i n n i n g ,
i t ' s enabling legislation. Hopefully the state will come in and
pick up this program, but allow up to this time, the state can' t
even provide this t ypeof program to these people that really
n eed i t .
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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Is your answer to my question, n o, tha t t h e
bill does not set up such programs? That's all I'm asking.

S ENATOR ABBOUD: Senat o r Chambers, the bill i s enab l i n g
legislation to allow the counties and the state to help these
people to get them into job training programs. That's a l l the

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I' ll see if one of the other co-sponsors can
help me. Is Senator G oodrich he r e ? Senator Di e rk s , is
Senator. . . Senator Dierks, well maybe. . .oh, Se n a to r Lyn ch , I
don't see him. S enator Dierks , doe s this bill set up any
educational or job-training programs itself?

SENATOR DIERKS: Senator Chambers, not that I'm aware of.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, thank you. I didn't think so, but I
wanted to be sure I wasn't misreading the bill. Members of the
Legislature, this bill does take an approach that tends to be
punitive and in Douglas County, of which Omaha is a ci ty , ano rdinance wa s r ece n t l y pass ed dealing with graffiti, talking
about gang graffiti on walls, and they ' re w onder ing h ow t h ey a r e
going to get it taken off. And the ordinance places the onus on
t he p r o p e r t y own e r . They' ve been talking about f i nd i n g
voluntary organizations and other individuals who can be used
for this work. Anybody who has a child six-years-old or o lder ,
can be forced into this kind of a program. S o you coul d h a v e
women, conceivably, being ordered to go out here into an ar ea
that people who, in order to try to exploit a situation say, is
dangerous because gangs are putting this graffiti out t here t o
mark their territory, sending her to take this graffiti off in
an area where g rown men may not feel too comfortable openly
doing su c h a t h i n g . This bill sets no guidelines whatsoever as
to the type of work or even whether it has to have any di gn i t y
about it. And I know there is some people who have the attitude
that if a person is so distressed economically that he or she.

. .

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...will seek assistance from the government,
then that person is entitled to no dignity, no respec t and t h e
presumption must be made that they choose to be poor and choose
not to work. As these problems develop more and more throughout
the state, there has been a lessening of this attitude because

bil l d o es .
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some of the senators who had not seen it to the extent they see
it now, felt it was an urban problem and one restricted to
certain racial minority and ethnic gr ou p s . Now peopl e are
starting to see that Nebraska has a problem of poverty that cuts
across racial and ethnic lines and there is a greater degree of
concern fo r t h os e p eople . O ne was evidenced b y changing t he
name of the Department of Welfare to the Department of Social
Services so t he peop l e in t he r ur a l ar eas wouldn' t be
embarrassed when they had to seek assistance. So a p ro g ram l i k e
t his which is n o t doing anything to enhance the education,
provide job skills or assist people i n a ny way t o be com e
self-supportive is not, I think.

. .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Time is up, Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHANBERS:
would not a dvance.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Pirsch, Senator Pirsch.

SENATOR PIRSCH: Thank you, Madam Chairman and members of the
body, I think this has gotten off on the wrong track and I think
Senator Wesely has raised a sector that isn't there. I f y ou ' d
look in Section 3, the employable recipient shall mean any
individual who is eighteen y e a r s of age or ol der , wh o i s
receiving county general assistance who is n ot engaged i n
full-time employment or satisfactorily participating i n an
approved program of vocational, rehabi l i t at i o n , or j ob t r ai ni ng ,
and who is not rendered unable to work by illness or significant
and substantial mental or physical incapacitation. I n o t he r
words , t he se a r e the people that have turned down j ob
opportunities, who are not p articipating i n v ocat i o n a l
rehabilitation or job training and who are able to work. And,
quite frankly, I think you can find d ign i t y i n al l j ob s and
perhaps covering graffiti is one of the jobs that has the most
dignity. Now th ere are people doing it and t h e y hav e
volunteered and I think Senator Chambers' reference to that is
misleading. Senator Byars, c ould I g i ve you the rest o f my

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator P i r sc h . In the testimony
that we received in the Health and Human Services Committee
hearing on this matter, I honestly felt that this was enabling
legislation. This was something to start a program to allow the
State of Nebraska to be able to try to ge t some dignified

.a decent public policy so I hope the bill

t ime?
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programs to help people, and one thing that I hear constantly
within my district is, can we find a way to help people learn
how to work? Is there a means at our disposal that we c an u s e
to do this? And I feel this enabling legislation is exactly
that and I would support that.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Senator Byar s . Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Nadam Chair and members of the Legislature,
if there were a lady in my district who needed a job and could
have the telephone company create a position and give it to her,
she'd probably be one of those who would say, there is dignity
found in any kind of job because she doesn't have to do it. Now
when it's been made clear that these gangs, when they mark their
territory will threaten people who take the graffiti off, how is
there dignity in sending a woman out to do that and grown men
don't want to do it? That is as crazy as anything a s I ' v e
heard, the insensitivity of it all. And these are the kinds of
things that would happen in the City of Omaha and you all can do
it if you want to and ignore the reality, but just this morning

from Reston, Virginia, commissioned to do the report, that
talked about the racism that exists in Omaha and unless they
correct their racial problems, they are never going t o b e an
appealing place for businesses to come. 70 percent of the 11 to
12,000 p e opl e un employed in Omaha are racial and e thn i c
minorities whom the system has failed in the words of the one
who did the r e port a nd delivered i t . And you have p eople
sitting down here pontificating about dignity in any kind of
work, work which they themselves don't have t o d o wh i c h t hey
wouldn't want for their children. And Senator Pirsch did not
tell you all of the factors that go into determining whether
s omebody i s goi n g to be forced into this. I f you l ook a t
page 4, any person who is a single parent and has legal custody
of an y chi l d u nde r six shall not be required to per f orm
community service which means any woman or man who has a c h i l d
six-years-old or older can be taken out of the home for as much
as 40 hours a week, 8 hours a day to do this kind of work which
Senator Pirsch says has so much dignity and for which she will
not be compensated. Let m e ask Sen a to r Ab b oud a q uest i on
because maybe I'm getting the cart before the horse. Senator
Abboud, what is the minimum per hour that these people c an b e
paid for this work that they will be required to do?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Senat or Chambers, I think you have a
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service p r o g r a m.

misconception about this bill.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well , don't deal with my misconception, if
you' ll just answer the question because my time wil l r un o ut .
What is th e mi nimum they will be paid for the work they' ll be
c ompel led t o do ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Senator Chambers, t hi s i s communi t y se r v i ce , i t
i sn ' t w o r k. I don't know where you' re talk this graffiti stuff,
I haven't no idea what you' re talking about.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Oh, it's not work? I t ' s n o t wor k ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: No .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: They won't be working then?

SENATOR ABBOUD: They' ll be involved in community service.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So they won't be paid'?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Like the United Way.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: That's the only kind of thing that, okay , so
give me an idea of what they' ll be doing.

SENATOR ABBOUD: They...as I said from the beginning, it' s
enabl i n g l eg i s l at i on . It allows for these people to go e i t h e r
through vocational, job r ehab i l i t at i on o r j ob t r a i n i n g or
rehabilitation programs. If they choose not to do t hat , t h en
t hey wo u ld go t h r ough , they could be involved in a community

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator A b boud , o n p a g e 4 a t the bottom of
the page it says, these people should not be deemed employees of
the cou n t y fo r a ny pu r p o s e . Does that mean if they' re injured
while w o r k i n g . . .w e l l l et me ask you, that if they' re injured on
one o f t h e s e j ob s , who wi l l p ay f or t h e i n j u r y ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Well, they' re involved ina community service.
I suppose the United Way, t ha t ' s who t h ey wou l d b e invo l v ed

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Wou l d y ou be wi l l i ng t o pu t i n t o t h i s b i l l
that whatever agency or group these people are working for will

w ith .
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be responsible to provide insurance s hould t h e y b e i n j u r e d '? Are
you wi l l i n g t o pu t t h at i n ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: That's fine with me.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay. Now, do you feel that there is certain
types of tasks that these people should not be required to do?

SENATOR ABBOUD: You mean like taking graffiti off of walls?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes.

SENATOR A B BOUD: I have no idea what the United Way does. I
worked with United Way on some other things and the Red C ro ss ,
and I think that those types of programs are good. I don ' t kn ow
exactly what community service, I su ppose it would involve
something w i t h cl e r i ca l h e l p , office help...

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So then those are the only types of things.
.

SENATOR ABBOUD: I don' t...you know.
. .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . . you say the Red Cross and the United Way,
those are the types of things.

. .

SENATOR ABBOUD: Those are examples of community service.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...but you d on't mean g oing around and
sweeping up streets and shoveling out gutters and t h i n g s l i k e
t ha t ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: No .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Are you willing then to draw some.. .why don ' t
we just name the organizations that they'd work for then? Why
don't we just do that?

SENATOR ABBOUD: I'd be happy to put that i n i n Se l ect Fi l e ,
Senator Pirsch. Senator Pirsch said Select File, t hat w o u l d b e

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Members of the Leg islature, t hank you ,
Senator A b b o ud , t h at ' s all that I have to ask you for right now.
Madam Chair, how much time do I have?

f ine w i t h m e .
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SENATOR LABEDZ: About one minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Well since the point that I want to make I
can't make in one minute, I will not start on i t a nd ha ve t o
split i t .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Wesely .

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, Madam President, just a...Senator
Pirsch, I don't think I have misdirected us on the issue. The
issue is very simple We have people that are on welfare,
whatever broad term you want to utilize it. Under t he st at e
system, those people get job support, training, e ducation, t h e y
get the skills to move into the workforce. Under thi s pr o p osal
you' re placing them into volunteer organizations, doing "make
work" type activity, completely different approaches. There i s
a way to resolve the matter and I think the way to resolve it is
an amendment that I' ve had drafted that we looked at briefly in
committee and didn' t, have really time to pursue. I t would l i nk
up the county general assistance program to authorize them to
work with these other programs the state is now involved w it h
with job support and training. There you have a l i n k age . There
you have some sense. T here you have what program we have in
place, a system in place, utilizing the counties to piggyback on
that system, helping these individuals to help themselves and in
a way, in a positive way dealing with the problem. And t ha t
amendment is something I' ve talked to Senator Abboud about and I
guess I'd ask Senator Abboud his feelings about that approach
and his reaction to amending the bill to accomplish that goal of
moving toward that sort of an approach versus t he o n e i n t he
bill. And, Senator Abboud, I'd.

. .

S ENATOR ABBOUD: Senat o r Wesely, I, as we' ve discussed this
earl i e r , I t hi nk that the state program is excellent in
providing these people with the type of job training and that' s
what I would envision with the counties also wanting t o be a
part of this, so I t hink the amendment and the approach is

SENATOR WESELY: Okay. So if we advance the bill, w e, S e n a t o r
Chambers and I and others interested can work with you and we
will have an amendment for Select File, is that correct?

SENATOR ABBOUD: That's a great idea.

e xcel l en t .
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SENATOR WESELY: Ok ay , well then, in that c ase I f ee l
comfortable, because I have talked to Senator Abboud, I know he
understands the concerns, I know that he f eels as I do that
these programs are worthwhile and so with that, I'd have no
problem with advancing the bill with the understanding t hat we
would have an amendment on Select File.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Tha nk you, Senator Wesely. S enator L i n d s ay .
Thank you, Senator L i n d say . S enator Abboud . Sen a t o r B e c k .

SENATOR BECK: Madam Chairman, I just wanted to support Senator
Abboud. I ' m one of the co-sponsors of the bill with him and
several others, and that was the point that I just wanted to
make, was that we really ought to work with the Health and Human
Services Committee and I think that that would allay Senator
Chambers' fears or anyone else's fears as to what would ha p p en
with this because that was not at all the intent. The intent is
for it to be a reasonable, strong and positive beneficial
program. So I think looking to that, I'm perfectly happy t hat
this has been brought up on the floor and that we can look into
other programs that we can amend into this bill a nd t h e n
everyone will be pleased because the intent is a positive intent
and so I j ust wanted to mention that and hope that we can now
pass the bill on to Select File and makes those differences in
those ar r an g ements between the Health and Human S e r v i c e s
Committee and the sponsors of the bill. Thank you.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Withem, on the advancement of LB 422.

SENATOR WITHEN: Yes, Madam President and members of t he b o d y .
I always feel reluctant to stand in the way of a freight train
and I kind of feel a freight train coming along here, b ut I ' d
like to at least express some of my thoughts on the bill. And
what I see developing on the floor may, in f act , be a
satisfactory solution to our concerns. What I hear is a bill
described as a bill that will help poor people acquire j ob
skills, acquire dignity, be able to perform valuable work for
the community in exchange for the program. ..for the assistance
that they receive. What I see written in 422 is giving the
power to local county officials to basically discourage anybody
from applying for this program, those people that genuinely need
it, from applying for that program. Just as an example, Senator
Pirsch indicated that in other words these are individuals that
turn down job opportunities. That's not what it says i n t he
bill. It says if a person isn't fully employed or in a training
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program, the training program, the type of training. program
that ' s acceptable isn't defined in here, they could be put to
work on county work gangs i s basically what the bill says.
There is no guarantee in here for the fact that they have to be
people that have been looking for work and have turned it down,
and these could be people that are looking for work and don' t
have it. Another thing I'm concerned with by this approach i s
this is a bill that was summarily disposed of a couple of years
ago and those individuals that were bringing the bill forward,
not inside the Legislature, but outside the Legislature are
smarting a little bit over the fact that the Legislature didn' t
support that and are very insistent that their bill get through.
Ny concern is that we' ve heard lots of nice remarks on the floor
of the Legislature here from Senators Abboud, Senator Beck and
others talking about the value of amending this bill, I g u ess,
I 'm hopeful that when the lobbyists that are interested in
LB 422 hear about this approach that they' re going to be equally
as enthusiastic about the change, t hat we don ' t h ave t h e m
saying, oh my gosh, this is not acceptable to us, this type of
amendment procedure we' re talking about a nd s l o w t he pr oc e ss
down. I thi nk w hat I hea r Senator Wesely, Senator Abboud,
Senator Beck, others talking about is, is probably a commendable
approach. I'm just hopeful that when it gets to Select File we
don't forget that we' ve agreed to make these sort of amendments
and I trust Senator Abboud and S enator B ec k t o be hono r a b l e
individuals, but I'm concerned about those people who I haven' t
heard to be as enthusiastic about it so maybe, hopefully,
Senator A b b oud an d Sena t o r Beck and others will attempt to
convince the lobbyists that are supporting this bil l t hat
amending it is, in fact, a good approach. The r e ' s pr o bably s ome
things can be done to make this a good bill. I don't think it
is at this point, but I'm hopeful that those changes wil l t ake
place. Wit h that, I will probably go along with what Senator
Wesely and some of the other opponents of the bill t hink ne e d s
to be done with it at this point.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Bernard-Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Thank you, Nadam Chairman. Just a
couple points on the bill that I'd like to obviously state and a
couple of questions I'd like to ask I believe of Senator Abboud.
First of all, I'm getting a little concerned about t he p o l ic y ,
about the flow of the Legislature at this particular point. We
have a lot of members for var i ou s re as o ns, I 'm sure a l l
justified, are not here so we' re laying things over. We' re

8267



January 12, 1 990 LB 422

having some days where we adjourn a little bit early because
some members aren't ready and then we spend a lot of time on
very tremendously valuable topics such as styrofoam cups in the
body and now we have another form beginning to arise which is
making me a little not o nly c oncerned, bu t I g u es s j ust
fascinated with the body and that is we h ave a bill that
obviously needs some amendments and we' ll be willing to work and
do some amendments but let's wait until the next stage, and
that's fine. I' ve used that system a lot myself at times
because anything to get the bill moving, anything to get the
bill moving and I understand that approach, but I want the body
to also understand what's going to happen here. If you take the
amount that we were having some fun the other day a t lunch,
taking the amount of time we thought we would take on calls of
the house and how many hours or days that might be, how many
days we may have to take on overrides, how many days we' re going
to take on or half a day or so on New Horizons and how many days
we' re g oi n g to take on this, this and that and we really only,
if you think about it, when you take all the things that we have
to do, days we have to take on appropriation bills and s o on ,
we' re very , very limited to the time that we' ll actually have to
spend on bills. If people think that by moving things to Select
File and we' re all going to work on it at Select File, there are
a couple of things I think we need to keep in mind. Number one,
we' re no t goi ng to have that time available on Select File,
we' re not. And so we' re going to be very hurriedly rushed into
supporting things that we probably haven't seen and we' re going
to get into severe difficulty at that point. A nd, number t wo, I
always like to ask the question, we' ve had this thing sitting
for uite a whi le, I believe it's an entire summer, and yet
we' e willing to work at that point, why weren't we r e a dy to go
now? The ame ndments are ready now, why aren't we willing to
take them up now, so I know whether or not we have a bill that I
want to support on Select File. And I think that to u s e that
strategy all the time is we' ll work on it and we' ll move it to
Select and then we' ll look at it at that point, all you' re
doing, members of the body, is giving you one less chance to
look at the bill. You can amend the bill now, move it to Select
File and then study on Select File and have a chance t o s a y I
don't like the way this bill is going to take place. B ut i f w e
don't do that now, if we just move it along and we' ll work it on
Select and we make amendments on Select, you don't have another
chance until we get to Final Reading and it's very difficult to
bring it back. The train has a lready st ar t e d and l ef t t h e
station and run over a few people on the way. So I really am
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disappointed in Senator Abboud I guess and Senator Pirsch in not
taking the time to discuss the amendments now that are prepared.
And, Senator Abboud, I'd like to ask a couple of questions if I
can. Why does the bill, and I believe it still does, correct me
if I'm wrong, it exempts single parents with children under six,
is that correct?

S ENATOR ABBOUD: Y e s .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Why not married parents, or m a r r i e d
couples with children under six, just out of curiosity?

SENATOR ABBOUD: Why not ma .ed parents? I suppose one of the
parents could stay home with he child.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: And that's the only reason? What i f
both are working, and I assume we' re in a welfare situation here
that may not be quite the situation.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Is that a question?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Yeah.

SENATOR ABBOUD: What is the question?

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Mell, I'm going to go ahead and I
think there is a...I always wonder w h y we j ust p i ck s ingle
parents because I know of a lot of people that are married.

. .

SENATOR LABEDZ: One minute, Senator Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...that are not necessarily there
present at the home that might need to be exempt as we l l . I
guess the other thing that Senator Chambers alluded to that
strikes me a little bit, you know, a long time ago we had the
S=ar of David we had to put on a lot of people to make sure and
mark them for what they were, or at l east what t h e y wer e
s upposed to b e p o r t e nded t o b e . At Armageddon or later on there
will be 666 apparently marked on a lot of foreheads or a lot of
heads, to mark people from where they are going to b e o r wha t
they are, and it s eems to me one of the things that will be
happening on this bill, though subtle and philosophical I would
aaree is that if you' re on welfare, if you don't have a job or
if you' re not doing certain things we' re going to single you out
to go do certain things, we' re going to single you out t o do
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that when any of us and all of us on the community should be
ourselves going out and doing those things. And I r e a l l y . . . I
like the intent of the bill, I don't like what it does to people
and I don't like what it does to the personal dignity of that
p erson. . .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Time is up, Senator Stevens.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...and there are better and other ways
to do the bill and I personally would hope that we do not move
he bill until we have actually dealt with the amendments so I
know what it is I'm moving along. Thank you.

SENATOR LABEDZ; Senator Noore, followed by Senator Abboud.

S ENATOR NOORE: P a s s .

SENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a to r A b boud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Well, Nr. President,colleagues, I just got a
copy of this amendment here and I'd like to see what the impact
is on the amendment. I think it is what Senator Wesely told me
it did, I thought was a very noble and p ro p er appr o a c h , but,
Senator B e r n a r d - Stevens , yo u ' ve been involved on the floor of
the Legislature on a number of issues and educational issues and
sometimes when you have a technical amendment and general
assistance is a ve ry technical, difficult area to understand,
you want to be absolutely sure that this is the right way to go.
Now from what Senator Wesely has told me, this is the right way
to go on this particular approach and you just want to be
absolutely sure and that's why I feel that, you know, th i s
particular approach is probably the best. Now I understand that
you might have some concerns and...but I can assure you that,
number one, Senato r Chambers is very able at st ringing and
discussing particular issues. I think Senator Chambers i s
probably more able than anyone to be able to do that on the
floor of the Legislature and I can assure you that nothing is
going to get by Senator Chambers o r S e n a to r We s e l y on t h i s
particular issue and I'm pleased at this particular time that
we' re discussing this issue in an area that we' re both trying to
achieve and that is that we' re trying to give back dignity to
these people. I do n't think anybody that's unemployed enjoys
it. I don't think any of them like it and we just want t o be
able to help these people out and get that training. I t ' s n o t
some county program or county work program, i t ' s a f a r , f ar
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b il l .

different bill than what has been discussed. And just on...just
as when y o u de b at e very technical issues like educational
issues, you don't always have everything the way you'd l ike i t
and when a particular proposal is discussed,when you can get
two people together or two groups together, then that's the best
a pproach to have on i t . So I'd u r g e the advancement of the

SENATOR LABEDZ: Tha nk you, Senator Abboud. Mr. C le rk , d o yo u

CIERK: Mr. President, I do. Senator Withem would ask unanimous
c onsent to b r acket LB 4 2 2 unti l Tu e sday, Jan u ary 1 6 . (See
page 304 of the Legislative Journal.)

SENATOR LABEDZ: Is there any objections? Senator Abboud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: I think we' re taking up abortion that day.

have a mot i on?

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Withem.

SENATOR WITHEM: I take it that was an objectionso I w i l l
interpret it as such. This is not an unfriendly bracket motion,
but it is one that I just, particularly after I he a r d Sena t o r
A bboud i n d i c a t e , well, we don't know what's in the amendment,
it's going to take some time to really determine what is in that
amendment and how it would work, it's highly technical, hearing
Senator B e r nard-Stevens' reaction to being uncomfortable, just
passing this bill on over to Select, I'm honestly not trying to
hold it up forever, we' re early enough in the session, this is
the top bill on General File, we wil l g e t b a c k t o i t , i t ' s not
an attempt to kill it, but if we are going to fix this bill up
into one that genuinely helps poor people, I'd like t o s e e i t
f xed up at this point. I don't want to just pass it on over to
Select File and then have honest differences of opinion,say,
no, I didn't really know that's what we were going t o d o, we
want t o pass the bill in its original sense and I just don' t
want to give it that extra stage of consideration, give it that
one...get that much closer to passage in what I sea. is a very
punitive shape that it's in at this point. I think, as Senator
Bernard « Stevens s a i d , we ' ve had several months, we.. . t h e re ' s
some very definite problems i n th i s bi l l . Ther e i s no
definition of what is a satisfactory participation, what's a n
approved program, what is vocational and rehabilitation, w ho i s
going to approve them, what are the standards going to be? In
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this particular shape it is a tool for counties to tell people
you will not participate in...and should I just keep talking,
Don? Will you guys get this whole thing sorted out or maybe I
s hould a sk Sen a t o r . . . s e e if Senator Wesely would respond to a
question. What are we going to do, Don, s e e m t o be wor k i ng
something out here, can you tell me?

SENATOR WESELY: Sen at or Withem, Senator Abboud and I have
co-sponsored the amendment and would offer it '.f we had a chance
on General File.

SENATOR WITHEN: O n G enera l Fi l e?

SENATOR WESELY: At this moment, yeah.

SENATOR WITHEN: Oh, okay, fine, let's withdraw the bracket
motion then and move on in with the amendment then, that' ll be
fine. I' ll withdraw that.

SENATOR LABEDZ: The motion is withdrawn.

CLERK: Madam President, Senators Wesely and Abboud would m ove
to amend the bill. (Amendment appears on pages 304-05 of the
Legislative Journal.)

SENATOR LABEDZ: Senator Wesely or Senator Abboud.

SENATOR WESELY: Madam President, members, Senator Abboud and I
worked on this amendment last year actually, and actually
Senator Abboud and I have been working on this for a couple of
years and I want to express at this point, I know his intentions
are positive and they' re good and I' ve enjoyed the chance to
cooperate with him on this. What had happened is, where he and
I h a d seen eye t o eye on this, there was some difference of
opinion last year, particularly from the viewpoint of t h e
county, and so we weren't able to see that this amendment was
adopted in committee, but frankly, I think you can tell from the
floor discussion here that it's important that we understand the
interrelationship between the state and the county on t h i s
matter and let me try and explain because I know Senator Pirsch
and Senator Smith have come to me, I hope I have clarified. We
have in place a state system for job support and training. That
system works well. I t ' s for the people that fall under our
programs on the state level. The county ha s what i s c al led a
general assistance program, that's for people that fall through
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the cracks and have needs and there the county i s s u p posed t o
pick up the need„ but they don't have the authority to do the
sort of job training, job support things that they would like to
do. Now their attitude was the community service option. They
really liked that way to go, but that's not what the state does
and it doesn't work as well as what the state has, so t h i s
amendment would allow the county to wo rk wi th t he st a t e
programs, the state system that's there, to take their people
and put them through that system, give them the training and the
skills and move them off of the general assistance program and
we found 90 percent success in this state program that we h av e
in place, so why throw out a successful program and not utilise
it by the counties when the state has found so much value in it?'
It helps I think the county problem. It d e a l s wi t h i t i n a
positive fashion. I think it's the way to go. I hope you will
support the amendment and I appreciate a gain S e n a to r Abb o u d ' s
willingness to cooperate on this matter and I'd give the rest o f
my time to Senator Abboud.

SENATOR LABEDZ: S e n a to r A b boud.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Madam President,members, I also support this
particular amendment. I think if we do have any problems with
it, l et's get t h e a mendment attached and any technical
differences that we have at that time on Select File can be
addressed at that particular time. As I stated previously, I
felt...I supported this particular approach and I think that the
state system has been working very well and the c ounties w o u l d
like to mirror it and I think they'd love to get involved with
it, but we have to pass this enabling legislation for them to do
it. Senator Wesely's amendment offers some safeguards that I
feel ar e good and , as I said, if th ere is some technical
problems down the road, we can address them at that time, but I
think i t , hopef ul l y , it will address some of Senator
Bernard-Stevens and Senator Withem's concerns in regards to i t ,
so I would move the advancement of the amendment and the bill.
Thank you.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Tha n k y ou , Senator Abboud. Senator W e sely ,
there are no further lights on,would you like to close on the

SENATOR WESELY: All I would add is I'd also agree with Senator
Abboud, if there is any technical problems we'd be willing to
work together on that, but I think it's appropriate now to amend

amendment?
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t he b i l l .

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you, Senator Wesely. W e' re vo t i n g n o w o n
the amendment to LB 422 as submitted by Senator Abboud and
Senator Wesely. All those in favor vote aye, opposed nay . Hav e
you all voted? Reccrd, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays, Madam President, on adoption of Senator
Abboud and Wesely's amendment.

SENATOR LABEDZ: The amendment has been adopted .

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Madam President.

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Sen a t o r Abb o u d , on the advancement of LB 422 to

s t i l l . . . ?

E & R I n i t i a l .

SENATOR ABBOUD: I move the advancement of the bill.

SENATOR LABEDZ: The r e ar e n o f u r t he r lights...Senator Withem,
h is l i gh t j us t cam e o n .

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah, just a question to Senator Abboud. Do we
still, with the Wesely-Abboud amendment, have we done a nyth i n g
about defining what is sa tisfactory participation, what ar e
approved vocational programs a.>d those kind of things or is that
something...I would view that as a technical sort of change that
we may c ontinue to work on, if it's not in there, but do we

SENATOR ABBOUD: I agree with your analysis that's something we
"an work o u t .

SENATOR WITHEN: Okay, I hope we can continue to work on some of
t he d e f i ni t i on s i n t he b i l l as i t p r ogr e s s e s a l on g , b u t wi t h
t hat , I ' l l b e v ot i n g t o adv a n c e t he b i l l on t o Se l ec t F i l e .

S ENATOR LABEDZ: Sen a t o r Ber n a r d - S t e v e n s .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Again , j u s t b r i ef l y , I wan t t o t h an k
Senato r Abb o u d f or allowing the amendment to be a par t o f t h e
b i l l now . The r e a r e still some areas that I still have so m e
r eserv a t i o ns on . I , t oo , wi l l be mov i n g t o , or vo t i n g t o
advance the bill, but I also wanted to. ..couldn't help but put a
little dig and say, see, that wasn't so bad. We just took about
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five minutes and we' ve cleaned it up a little bit and we moved
it on. We didn't have to go to Select File and wait, and we can
do these things. It's possible to be done and I appreciate the
members. Th a n k yo u .

S=NATOR LABEDZ: Senator Abboud, there are no further lights on,
would you like to close on the advancement o f LB 422 ?

SENATOR ABBOUD: I think we' ve had a good discussion a nd I w o u l d
just move the bill.

SENATOR LABEDZ: Thank you. We' re voting on the advancement of
LB 422 as a mended. All those in favor vote a ye, opposed n a y .
Eave you all voted? Record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Madam President, o n the advancement o f

SENATOR LABEDZ: LB 422 is advanced to E & R Initial. Do you
have anything to read in, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Madam President, I do . New b i l l s . ( Read L B 11 2 4 and
LB 1125 by title for the first time. ( See pages 3 0 5 -0 6 o f t h e
Legis l a t i v e Jou r n a l . )

Madam President, I have amendments to be pr inted to LB 520.
That is of fered by Se nators D ierk s and Sch e l l pe p e r . (See
pages 306-09 of the Legislative Journal.)

Madam President, a motion from S enator W e sely to w ithd r a w
LB 1012. That will be laid o ver pursuant to Legislature's
r ules . ( See page 30 9 o f t h e Leg i s l at i v e J ou r na l . )

I hav e a r epo r t o f registered lobbyists for the week of
January 9 t h r oug h Ja n u a ry 11 .

And, Mr. President, hearing notice from the Government, Military
and Veterans A ffairs Committee. It is signed by Senator Baack

422.

as Chair of the committee.

And finally, Senator Bernard-Stevens would like to add his name
t o LB 1050 a s c o - i n t r o d u c e r .

SENATOR LANDIS PRESIDING
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not, the question is the advancement of the A bill. All those
in 'favor vote a y e . .. s ay aye . Opp o sed nay. It i s adv anced.
Nr. Clerk, do you have anything for the good of the cause?

CLERK: Nr. President, I do. Nr. President, your Committee on
Retirement Systems, whose Chairperson is Senator Haberman, to
whom was referred LB 953, instructs me to report the same back
to the Legislature with the recommendation it be advanced to
General File. That is signed by Senator Haberman. (See
p age 397 of the Journal . )

Nr. President, I have a aeries of hearing notices from Judiciary
Committee, Appropriations Committee, Health and Human. Services
and Revenue, all signed by the respective chairs.

Mr. President, Senator Kristensen has amendments to LB 159 to be
printed. Enrollment and Review respectfully reports they h a ve
carefully examined and reviewed LB 37 and recommend that same be
placed on Select File; LB 742, LB 662, LR SCA, LB 50, .LB 543,
L B 422, LB 409 , L B 50 3 , .LB 503A, and LB 465 all to Select File ,
some of which have Enrollment and Review amendments attached.
(See pages 398-408 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, new bills. First of all, Nr. President , t wo
constitutional amendments, LR 244, offered by Senator Schmit.
And LR 245 offered by Senator Hefner. (Read brief summary of
resolutions. See pages 408-11 of the Journal. )

Nr. President, new bills. (Read LBs 1220-1242 by title for the
first time. See pages 411-17 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, reminder, Reference Committee will meet at
three-thirty today in Roo m 2102, Reference Committee at
three-thirty in 2102. A final r eminder, Nr . President.
Chairmen's meeting tomorrow morning at nine...i'm sorry, at
eight-fifteen in Room 2102, Chairmen's meeting, eight-fifteen,
in 2102. Tha t's called by the Speaker. That is all that I
have, Nr. Pr e s ident.

PRESIDENT: I understand that we have 434 new bills introduced
this year. Thi s is the last day,of course. So you might be
interested in that. S enator B a ack , yo u ' re cl os e to yo u r
m icrophone, would yo u like to adjourn us until nine o' clock
tomorrow morning, please.
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PRESIDENT: Senator Lindsay, please.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. Pre sident, I move the adoption of the
E & R amendments to LB 37.

PRESIDENT: You' ve heard the motion. A ll in favor sa y aye.
Opp"sed nay . Th ey a r e adopted .

CLERK: Nothing further on that bill. Senator.

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r Li nd sa y .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move that LB 37 as amended be
advanced to E & R for engrossment.

PRESIDENT: You ' v e heard the motion. Al l i n f avo r say ay e .
Opposed nay. It is advanced. LB 54 3 .

CLERK: Senator, on LB 543 I have E & R amendments pending.

PRESIDENT: Senator Lindsay, please.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move the E & R amendments to

PRESIDENT: You ' v e heard the motion. All in favor s ay ay e .
O pposed nay . They ar e ado p t e d .

CLERK: Nothing further on t h a t b i l l , Sena t o r .

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r L i nd s ay .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move that LB 543 a s ame nded
b e advanced t o E & R f or engrossment .

PRESIDENT: You ' v e heard the motion. All in favor say aye.
Opposed nay. It is advanced. LB 4 22 .

CLERK: I have Enrollment and Review amendments, Senator.

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r L i nd s ay .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move the E & R amendments to
L B 422 be a d o p t e d .

LB 543 .
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PRESIDENT: You ' ve heard the motion. A ll in favor say aye .
O pposed nay . Th ey a re a d o p t e d .

CLERK: Nothing further on that bill, S enato r .

PRESIDENT: Sen a t o r Li nd s ay .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I mo.'e that LB 422 as amended
be advanced to E & R for engrossment.

PRESIDENT: You' ve heard the motion. All in f avor say aye .
Opposed nay. It is advanced. LB 4 09 .

CLERK: Senator, I have no E & R to that bill.

PRESIDENT: All right, thank you. Senato r Li nd s a y , p l ea se .

SENATOR L INDSAY: Mr . President, I move that LB 409 be advanced
to E & R for engrossment.

PRESIDENT: You ' v e he a r d t he motion . Al l i n f av o r s ay ay e .

CLERK: Senator , on 46 5 , I h av e Enrollment and Review

Opposed nay. It is advanced. LB 4 65 .

a mendments .

PRESIDENT: Senator Lindsay, please.

SENATOR L I N DSAY: Mr. President, I move that t he E & R
amendments to LB 465 be adopted .

PRESIDENT: You ' v e heard the motion. All in favor say aye.
Opposed nay . The y a r e adopted .

CLERK: Nothing further on t h a t b = l l , Sen at or .

PRESIDENT: Senat o r L i nd s ay .

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr . President, I move that LB 465 as amended
be advanced to E & R for engrossment.

PRESIDENT: You ' ve h ea r d t he mo t i o n . Al l i n f avo r say aye .
Opposed nay. It is advanced. L B 2 4 0 A .

CLERK: LB 2 " O A , S e n a to r , I have no amendments to the bill.
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SPEAKER BARRETT PRESIDING

SPEAKER BARRETT: G ood morning, ladies and gentlemen.Welcome
to the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber on this the 20th day
of the Second Session of the Ninety-First Legislature. Our

h aplai n t h i s mor ni n g , Dr. Jo hn Wa g ner, Presi de n t o f Un i on
College. Mr. Wagner.

DR. WAGNER: ( Prayer o f f e r e d . )

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u , so much, Mr . Wa gner. W e hope y o u

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Any corrections to the Journal?

CLERK: No corrections, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any announcements, reports or messages?

CLERK: Mr. President, your Committee on Enrollment and Review
respectfully reports they' ve carefully examined engrossed LB 37
and find the same correct l y eng r o s sed; LB 240A, co r r e c t l y
engrossed; L B 4 09 , L B 4 22 , L B 4 65 , L B 5 4 3 , L B 6 78 , L B 6 7 8A, al lof' those reported correctly engrossed, all signed by Senator
Lindsay as Chair of the E * R Committee. ( See pages 612-16 o f
the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, Senator Smith has designated LB 1124 a s he r
p ersonal p r i or i t y b i l l t h i s session . Sen a t o r H aberman h a s
selected LB 9 53 as one of the Retirement Systems Committee's
priority bills. Senator Smith has designated LB 863 as o ne o f
the General Affairs Committee priority bills. And Senator
Carson Rogers selected LB 1004 as his personal priority b i l l .
That's all that I have, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. The Cha i r h a s a ver y s p e c i a l
announcement at this point. Today, Fe b r u ar y 1 s t , i s the
birthday of Senator Carson Rogers. S enator Rogers ha s p r o v i d e d
the treats on each of the desks this morning. H appy b i r t h d a y ,
S enator R o g e r s . Mr. Clerk, to Item 5, on General File, 1990
priority bill..

C ERK: Mr . Pr es i d e n t , LB 81 was a bill introduced originally

c an come back aga i n . Roll call.
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Mr. Cl e r k .

S PEAKER BARRETT: LB 40 9 p ass e s . L B 4 2 2 .

ASSISTANT CLERK: ( Read LB 422 on F i n a l R e a d i n g . )

SPEAKER B ARRETT: All provisions of law relative to procedure
having been complied with, the question is, shal l LB 42 2 p a ss ?
Those i n fa v o r vo t e aye , o pposed nay . Pl ea s e r ec o r d .

ASSISTANT C L ERK: ( Read r e c or d v ot e . See p ag e s 6 9 3 - 9 4 o f t h e
Legislative Journal.) The vote is 39 ayes, 0 nays , 10 ex cu s e d
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 422 passes. LB 543 . M o tion on the desk,

ASSISTANT C L E RK: Yes, Mr. President, Senator Haberman would
move to return LB 543 to Select File for a specific amendment,
that being strike the enacting clause.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th e C h a ir recogn i z e s S e n a t o r H a b e r man .

SENATOR HABERMAN: Mr. President, members o f t he b od y , t h e
purpose for my motion is to bring to the attention of this body
that when this balll started out it had an $800,000 General Fund
appropriations in it plus $200,000 would be r ai sed by p r i v at e
funds for a tot al of $1 million. My research shows that the
$200,000 by the private investors has been removed from the bill
and as it stands now there will be a General Fund appropriation
of $800,000 to finance this program. I am b r i n g i n g t h i s t o y ou r
attention that it is an $ 800,000 appropriation and that you
snould know this before we vote on t he b i l l . I don' t know
w hether this i s continuing on year after year or just for the
one year . Th a n k y o u , Mr . Pr e si d en t . I w i t h d r a w my mot i o n .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. It is withdrawn. Mr. Cl e r k , b ack

CLERK: (Began Final Reading of LB 543.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Proceed.

CLERK: Sena t or Withem would m ove to return the bill for
specific amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chair recognizes Senator Withem.

to the bill.
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was done by resolution last session.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wi them, would you c a r e t o c l o se or
withdraw the motion or...?

SENATOR WITHEM: Yeah , I would love to withdraw the motion.
T hank you .

SPEAKER BARRETT: Th ank you . I t i s wi t hd r a wn . Mr . Cl er k ,
proceed.

CLERK: (Continued reading LB 543 on Final Reading.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: All provisions of law having been c omplied
with, the q uestion is, shall LB 543 pass? Those in f avo r v o t e
aye, o pposed n ay . Have y o u a l l vo t ed ? Record, Mr . Cl er k .

CLERK: (Read re c o rd vo t e . See p ag e s 69 4 - 9 5 of t h e Legis l a t i v e
Journa l . ) 4 1 ayes , 0 n ay s , 1 present and not voting, 7 excused
and not voting, Mr. President.

SPEAKER BARRETT: LB 543 p a s s es . And while the Legislature i s
in session and ca pable o f transacting business, I p r o p ose t o
s ign an d I d o s i gn LB 3 7, LB 4 09 , LB 422 an d L B 5 4 3. Al so an
announcement perhaps of gene ral interest, Senator Nelson
apparently was caught yesterday using the e xpress i o n " out s t a t e " .
She is now paying her penalty by donating rolls to her f avor i t e
society, specifically the Nebraska Unicameral. Her b i r t hd a y i s
i n J u l y , b u t she i s u s i n g t h i s as an opportunity to tre at her
colleagues. Anyt hing for the record, Mr. Clerk? T he Cha i r
r ecogn i z e s S e n a t o r C h a mber s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Point of order, i f I am n ot mi s t ak e n i n what
I heard, the Chair used that word too. I t h o u gh t I ' d c a l l i t t o
the Chair's attention.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The Chai r has just ruled you out of order,
Senator C h ambers . ( laught e r ) Mr . Cl er k , p l eas e .

C' ERK: Mr. President, amendments to be printed to be LB 81 by
Senators Withem, Korshoj and Hartnett. ( See pages 695-98 o f t he
Legis l a t i v e J our n a l . )

Hearing notice from the Natural Resources Committee,s igned b y
Senator Schmit.
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LR 251, 252
1228

CLERK: 25 aye s , 0 n ay s , Nr . P re si d e n t , on the advancement of
907.

PRESIDENT: L B 90 7 i s adv a nced . L B 984, p l e a s e .

CLERK: Mr. President, may I read some items for the record>
Nr. President, your Committee on Health and Human Services whose
Chair is Senator Wesely reports LB 374 as indefinitely
postponed, LB 530 as indefinitely postponed, t hose si g n e d by
Senator Wesely. Education Committee reports LB 1109 to General
File and LB 1108 to General File with committee amendments
attached, those signed by Senator Withem. (See pages 705-06 o f
t he Leg i s l a t i v e J o u r n a l . )

Banking Committee reports LB 1165 to General File; LB 1217,
General File; LB 1228, General File, those signed by Senator
Landis. In addition to those items, Nr. President, I have a new
A bill, LB 896A by Senator Withem. (Read by title for the first
time. See page 707 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, bills read on Final Reading this morning have
been presented to the Governor. ( Re: LB 34 , L B 4 09 , L B 4 22 , a n d
LB 543.)

Nr. President, amendments to be printed, Senator Hall has
amendments to LB 240A, Senator La m b t o LB 369 . (See
pages 707-09 of the Legislative Journal.)

Nr. President, a new r esolution, L R 252 o f f e r e d b y S e n a t o r s
C onway, Ko r s h o j , Warn e r , Nelson and Bey er , a sking t h e
Legislature to acknowledge the service, knowledge and expertise
that Phil Kruse has contributed to the State of Nebraska. That
will be laid over, Mr. President. (See p age 710 of t he
Legis l a t i v e J o u r n a l. )

Nr. President, I have a referencing report referring LR 251 t o
the J udiciary Co mmittee for public hea ring, as w e l l ,
Nr. President, as a request for the sale of re ve n ue bon ds by
Kearney State College. As part of that process, Nr. President,
I have a letter from Senator Labedz to the Clerk advising the
Legislature as to the reference of that proposed bond sale.

Nr. President, finally, a request from Senators Hall and Chizek
as Chairs of the Revenue Committee and Judiciary Committee to
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PRESIDENT NICHOL PRESIDING

PRESIDENT: Welcome to the George W. Norris Legislative Chamber.
We have with u s today as our Ch aplain of the day, Pastor
R. M. Meyer, who is Chaplain at the Florence Nursing Home. Wil l
you please rise for the invocation.

PASTOR R. M . MEYER: ( Prayer o f f e r e d . )

PRESIDENT: Reverend Meyer, thank you for coming t h i s mor n i n g
and thank you for your thoughtful prayer. We appreciate it.
Roll c al l , p l ea se .

CLERK: I have a quorum present, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Th an k you . Did you m ake an y m istakes i n t h e

CLERK: No, sir, I did not make any mistakes, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you, that is good. Any messages, r e p o rt s , or
a nnouncements t od a y ?

CLERK: M r . Pr e s i d en t , a communication from the Governor to the
Clerk . ( Re: LB 37 , LB 40 9 , LB 42 2 , LB 543 . S ee page 78 5 o f
t he Le g i s l at i ve Jou r n a l . )

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , a report from the De partment of Roads fi led
pursuant to Section 66-476 of the Nebraska Statutes. That i s
al l t h at I h ave , M r . Pr e s i d e n t .

PRESIDENT: Tha n k you . Shall we move on to the confirmation
r epor t , p l e ase ?

CLERK: Mr . Pr e s i d ent , the Education Committee r epor t s o n t he
appointments of certain i nd i v i d u a l s t o t he Safet y Cen t e r
Advis o r y C o u n c i l . Th e report is on page 781 of the Journal.

PRESIDENT: Sen at o r D ierks , a r e y ou p r e s e n t ? Did yo u w i sh t o
take this confirmation report, please?

CLERK: Sen at o r , t h es e are the Safety Center Advisor y Cou nc i l
appointments. There were about a half a dozen people.

SENATOR D I E RKS: Yes, I will, Mr. President, and members of the

J ourn a l ?
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